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By TEMLEY WOODMAN

n ulder guy approaches yow on a
A'I':-iﬁlml shopping trip. He seems
sl anad mice, and tells yow how
predty you ane
I= hir o plager? O something much
WTSEE
laxt mioenth the Herald meporied
how two DSS workers rescued a
Dorchesier teen from ber pimp in
Mew York City, She is jost one of many
whin have been lured into the sex
irale.
Flaywriphit and sctor Debarahb Lake
Fortson awd members of the Boston
CoOMmEnlY hl'r'\'l_' o semad that [\lllil'll

g

home with local vouths during & per
formance of H-r-_l:- & Sold” at ROCA
in Chelsea Thursday night.

“Body & Scld” written by Lake
Fortsom and produced by “Tempest
Productions, 15 a documentary-style
play based on interviews with youong
womien whio have been recrudted inbo
e sy Lrade.

A post-performance  discussion
airns 1o bl p the audience prooess the
(T CTEpI FETHIETT

“Ii gives kids a heads-up about what
an abusive relationship books lke™
sl Lake Fortson, wha staged a per-
Fommamece of = Doy & Sodd” earlier this
micimth in Boxbuwry, *They ane psyctio-

STAFF PEEI MRS ITF LS 1A
EMOTIONAL CHARACTERS: Chantel Bibk, above, and Emilia Richeson,
1op, rehearse the compeliing play “Body & Sold.”

SOLD’

bogrically terrorined™

According to a recent LS. Depart-
meend o Hesalth and Humsan Services
report, the average age of prostitutes
is 14, with some a5 young a5 9 There
are awere Eho 00,000 prros ifules in
America, acconding tothe Federal Ba-
read of Investigatson, thoagh other
spencies belicve the number is clooer
b SR,

“Welve noliced an enormons n-
crease of sexnal exploilation ages gei-
limg wounger™ said (Minka Brscemo,
program director of A Way Hack, a
center for teen prostitoles,

“A lot of the girls we were working
with were i (thefr mid- to ke teens).
105 &m I-vear-old, B-vear-old now

“When they reach 17 or 18 they an=
ol B thee trade. 1t is easber (o ma-
nipualabe a younger girl. Yoo have a girl
'|.'.'f'.-.| lowinkes 17 im heer baody, (bt consid-
ering) Lhe trsumns in ber developmcns
tall stiages, you ane h-\.‘-\.'iﬂj! a S-year=uld
ar a G-year-old,” she sadd.

Briceno amd Mi-Haita Almcida,
Biston regional plecement coordina
tar for the Department of Social Ser-
vice=t, are working with Lake Fortson
{0 rafse bocal swareness,

“1 s thee play as @ big tool on edu-
cation absal sexal exploitation be
cause s real,” Briceno said, “I's
opening a can ol worms. Some people
sy B resd ¥ 10 S O, SOMme may not,
bt it is reakity.”

The play illustrates the technbgues
pimps wse 1o bune girs into the trade,
Briceno said while discussing these
sitwations with teens one girl recalled
hivw she was approsched In Downe
wwn Crossing, unaware that the

-

Documentary-style
play educates teens on
dangers of sex trade

cwect=lalking guy shi was inleracting
with was a plmp.

What | o kniowt, 1 dlewat Know ox-
acily how pimps know who they ane
golng to approach, but they are wery
savyy aboul approaching girks thal ane
Eolated. They are very, very savvy
about approaching girls who are look-
irg for an adult Ia"l;.:u.n' in their hile”
Almekda gaid.

Lake Fortson said most girls ane
runaways Al at least B pencent of
thern have a history of sexual abase
{roan thelr childhood. This becomes &
ooercive to] for pimps Go use against
il girks, Bricemo sxid

“| see it with these girls even after
they coae into placement. You hear
thesse girks not knowing what a healthy
relationship s Briceno sabd

*Thi% i% a batiness that 5 mn by
men, and as bng as men have power
and maoney, women, girls, bables are
going 1o continwe to be victimized,”
Briceno sl

“Rody & Sald " ar BOCA, W) Park St
Chelsen.  Thursday. 7 pe. Free
WO ol O

Call to action

Contime the disciission
ahoul teen prostitution, sl
expioitation and child tralfick-
irll; at a-commaunity response
maeting tonight, 69, at Newy
Boston Pilot Middle School,
270 Columbia Foad, Dorch-
aster, Call GL7-005%- 1937 or
e-mail nfoEtwosnobwork.cag




